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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Thorne  Rural  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  in  circular  2314, 
dated  March  26th,  1941,  the  Annual  Report  for  1940  is 
made  as  short  as  possible. 

The  Report  contains  only  those  figures  and  calcula¬ 
tions  which  are  necessary  for  continuity  of  records. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  21-31  per  1,000  population  is 
higher  than  in  1939,  when  it  was  20  4. 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  is  14-79.  In  1939  the  rate 
was  12-76.  Deaths  of  people  temporarily  resident  in 
the  district  are  included  in  these  figures. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  74-8  per  1,000  Live 
Births  is  slightly  less  than  that  for  1939,  when  it  was 
77-4. 


The  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  has  risen  to  I  10, 
a  considerable  increase  from  last  year’s  figure  of  70. 

Yours  obediently. 


lOth  September,  1941 


j.  M.  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 
OF  THE  THORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  1940 


General  Statistics  relating  to  the  Rural  District 

'I'hc  Ix’ural  District  comprises  five  civil  parishes,  and  has  an  area  of  .^8,419 
acres. 

The  Iveitistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for  the  year  1940 
is  29,280. 

'I'lie  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1940,  ac- 
cordinjj  to  the  rale  hooks,  was  7,149. 

The  K’ateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £110,949. 

The  sum  represented  bv  a  pennv  rate  is  £401. 

Vital  Statistics 

In  considering  the  Birth,  Death  and  other  rates  which  have  been  calculated 
for  1940,  the  following  arrangements,  which  have  been  made  bv  the  l-Jegistrar- 
General,  must  be  borne  in  mind. 

(1)  Non-Civilian  Deaths  will  not  be  assigned  to  local  administrative  areas, 
but  will  be  tabulated  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  and  included  as  a 
separate  class  in  the  annual  reports  issued  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Xon-civilians  are  defined  as  all  Jiiales  serving  in  H.M.  Armed  F'orces.  They 
do  not  include  women  serving  in  auxiliary  corps,  nor  any  members  of  A.R.P. 
auxiliarv  tire  brigade  or  olhei  similar  auxiliary  or  civil  defence  services. 

(2)  Transferable  Deaths.  Up  to  30tli  September,  1939,  the  pre-war  prac¬ 
tice  of  transference  to  area  of  usual  residence  has  been  maintained. 

From  and  after  1st  October,  1939,  in  the  case  of  a  person  temporarilv  re¬ 
siding  away  from  home  on  account  of  tlie  war.  the  death  will  not  be  transferred 
to  the  area  of  usual  residence  but  will  be  assigned  to  the  area  of  temporarv 
residence.  W'liere  such  a  person  dies  in  an  Institution  the  assignment  will  like¬ 
wise  be  to  the  area  of  temporarv  residence. 

(3)  Transferable  Births.  Up  to  30th  September,  1939,  the  pre-war  prac¬ 
tice  of  transference  to  areas  of  the  mother’s  usual  residence  has  been  maintained. 

From  and  after  1st  October,  the  primary  assignment  for  the  purpose  of  cal¬ 
culating  birth  rates  will  be  likewise  in  accordance  with  pre-war  practice,  but 
for  the  purposes  of  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality  a  secondary  assign¬ 
ment  will  be  made  corresponding  to  that  adopted  for  deaths,  \  iz. :  to  that  area 
in  which  a  mother  may  be  temporarily  residing  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

Medical  Officers  will  accordingly  be  supplied  with  two  sets  of  birth  figures 
when  the  annual  distribution  of  vital  statistics  is  made 
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Births 

riie  estimate  of  popiilalioti  supplicil  b\  llic  K’ej^islrar  (jent  ral  for  lalciilatiiijj 
tlie  birth  rate  is  2‘>,280. 

'file  total  number  of  births  ciurinj'  19-40  was  (')24. 

Of  these  323  were  males  and  301  were  females. 

Le}»itimate  births  numbered  585. 

Of  these  legitimate  births  307  were  males  and  27S  females. 
llle<'ilimate  births  numbered  39.  16  beini;  males  and  23  females. 

'file  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimateil  popuhition  is  2f3l. 

'file  birth  rate  per  1,000  f  the  poinilalion  for  bnaland  is  14  6. 

'file  total  number  of  stillbirths  was  24 

Of  these  10  were  males  and  14  females;  and  all  were  lef'itimatc. 

The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  district  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)  births  is  37. 
The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  district  per  1,000  population  is  0'82. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  durin;.;  1940  was  314. 

Of  these  181  were  males  and  133  females. 

'file  estimate  of  population  to  be  used  for  calculation  of  the  death  rate  is 
29,280. 

The  actual  or  crude  death  rate  for  the  district  is  10  72  per  1,000  population, 
'file  Kej^istrar-General  supplies  a  comparability  factor  of  1'38 
The  adjusted  death  rate  is  14'79. 

The  death  rate  for  f'.n^land  is  14'3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  I  Year 

file  total  number  was  47. 

Of  these  34  were  males  and  13  females 
34  males  :uid  8  females  were  lej>itiniate. 

5  females  were  illcftitiiiuite. 

'file  detitli  rate  of  infants  under  one  vear  per  1,000  live  births  is  74'8. 

'I'he  number  of  births  used  in  making  this  estimate  is  628. 

'file  death  rate  for  En,i<land  is  55. 

The  death  rate  of  leijitim;ite  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  is  713. 
'file  death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1.000  illegitimate  live  births  is  125  6 
'file  following  table  gives  the  Infantile  Death  K’ate  for  the  last  live  \ears  ; — 


1936  .  78'5  per  1.000  births 

1937  92'4 

1938  .  61  9 

19.39  .  77'4 

1940  .  74  8 


b-ifteen  of  the  deaths  of  infants  were  due  to  premature  births  and  congenital 
abnormalities. 
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Deaths  fruin  Cancer  all  asjes)  39 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  apjes)  3 
Deaths  from  Whooping*  Coii,t;h  (all  agesl  1 
Deaths  from  Diarrluea  (under  2  \ears)  7 


Deaths  from  Pi:eki'ekal  (Causes: 

P'rom  Sepsis,  3 
Other  causes.  2 

The  death  rate  from  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
is  7'6 

The  death  rate  from  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  live  births  is  7'9. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Thorne  Rural  District,  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General 


Causes  of  Death  M 

All  causes  .  .  .  181 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  1 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  .  2 

Syphilitic  Diseases  .  3 

Influenza  5 

Measles  0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity,  Oesophagus  and 

Uterus  2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  5 

Cancer  of  Breast  .  .  .  0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  .  13 

Diabetes  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  17 

Heart  Disease  29 

Other  Diseases  of  circulatory  system  .  4 

Bronchitis  ....  .  .  16 

Pneumonia  18 

Other  respiratory  diseases  3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .  .  2 

Diarhcea  (under  2  years)  .  .  3 

Appendicitis  0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  7 

Nephritis  .  3 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  0 

Other  maternal  causes  0 

Premature  Birth  .  7 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries,  In¬ 
fantile  Diseases  5 

Suicide  0 

K’oad  I'ralTic  Accidents  2 

Other  violent  causes  .  10 

All  other  causes  .  ...  1 1 


F 

132 

0 

3 

7 

1 

1 

7 

3 

3 
1 

4 
11 

3 

15 

21 

3 

2 

12 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 


2 

1 

5 

II 


0 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 


Disease 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

5o 

13 

0 

Diphtheria 

no 

107 

8 

Puerperal  Pvrexia 

12 

11 

3 

Pneumonia 

37 

4 

— 

Er\sipelas 

10 

r 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

6 

7 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

1 

I 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

0 

Para-tvphoid 

1* 

1* 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1* 

1* 

0 

*  Non-Civilian 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  notified  during  the  year,  and  arranged 
in  age  periods: 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Encephal¬ 

itis 

Lethargica 

Age  Periods 

0 

1 

2 

J 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

36 

6b 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

19 

2 

— 

— 

— 

15 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

— 

25 

2 

1  . 

4 

— 

7 

— 

35 

— 

1 

4 

1 

3 

— 

45 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1 

65 

And  upwards 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

56 

no 

37 

10 

12 

1 

Diphtheria 

The  110  cases  were  distributed  am{)ngst  the  parishes  as  follow's: — 


No.  of  Cases 

Thorne  .  50 

Stainforth  31 

Hatfield  ....  ..  18 

Sykehouse  ..  2 

Fishlake  0 
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They  ocoiirrecl  cluriiii'  Ihe  vear  as  follows; 

No  of  Cases 


January  ...  6 

February .  .  .  7. 

March  .  .  ..  2 

April  .  8 

May  ....  10 

June  .  9 

July  .  7 

August  .  9 

September  9 

October  .  9 

November  ....  .  16 

December  18 


The  Diphtheria  case  rate  for  the  district  works  out  at  4'88  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion,  whereas  the  rate  for  England  is  1  '6. 

The  Scarlet  I'ever  case  rate  for  the  district  is  T64  per  1,000  population, 
whereas  England’s  rate  is  1'63. 


Meos/es  and  Whooping  Cough 

Under  provisional  regulations  which  came  into  force  on  October  23rd,  1939, 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  became  notifiable  diseases.  283  cases  of  Measles 
have  been  notified.  There  were  nine  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Of  the  12  cases  notified,  11  were  treated  in  Edenfield  Nursing  Home,  Don¬ 
caster,  under  arrangements  made  by  the  West  Riding  Countv  Council. 


Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations  1917 

No  vaccinations  under  these  regulations  were  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  followin'^  table  skives  a  summary  ol  the  cases  notified  durinf>  tlie  year, 
also  of  the  deaths,  arranged  in  age  periods: — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

• 

Pulmonarv 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

Pulmonarv 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

.Age  Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

15 

3 

2 

0 

I 

1 

1 

0 

1 

25 

1 

5 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

35 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.And  upwards  65 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

10 

4 

5 

7 

2 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Cases: 

Treated  Treated  Vision  Vision  Total 

Notified  at  home  in  Hospital  unimpaired  impaired  Blindness  Deaths 
6  6  0  6  0  0  0 
If  any  medical  practitioner  wishes  to  have  a  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
treated  in  hospital,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  apply  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  who 
will  arrange  for  the  treatment. 

School  Closures 

There  were  no  school  closures  during  the  year,  but  several  have  been  visited 
by  the  Sanitarv  Inspector  for  purposes  of  disinfection  when  cases  of  diphtheria 
have  been  notified  from  children  attending  them. 

Water  Supply 

A  bacteriological  e.vamination  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Thorne  and 
District  Water  Company,  in  January  1940,  gave  results  as  follows: — 

Bacteriological  Analysis _ "  Presumptive  Bacillus  Coli :  None  in  100  ml.  of 

water.  The  examination  shows  that  this  water  is  satisfactorv  according  to  the 
standard  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.” 

Another  examination  of  the  water  supplied  in  June  1940  gave  a  similar 
result : — 

Bacteriological  Analysis _ Presumptive  Bacillus  Coli:  None  in  100  ml.  of 

water.  The  examination  shows  that  the  water  is  satisfactory  according  to  the 
standard  recommended  by  the  Ministrv  of  Health. 
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Sewerage 

Oik-  ‘-iiiall  exlcnsion  (<>  tlu-  CuniKil’s  ^f\vei>.  was  carried  out  at  Soulhlicld 
Road. 

Camping  Sites 

One  licence  has  been  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  .Act, 
19.26.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  vans  owiiift  to  the  «vpsies 
leaviiii.;  the  coastal  areas. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Seven  observations  were  made  hut  no  unsatisfactors  conditiims  were  found. 

Eradication  of  Red  Bugs 

Seventeen  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  lied  Busts.  .All  were 
treated  effectively  with  insecticides. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Woodlev  and  Mr.  Win.  Bell  report  as  follows: 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  etc. 

149  Wholesale  Tr:iders  on  the  Revister. 

62  Retail  Traders  on  the  Restister. 

.All  Cowsheds  are  inspe.  lid  twice  a  vear  under  .Articles  1  and  25  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  1926. 

Shop  Acts  1934 

43  Shops  inspected. 

3  noti.'es  were  served  in  respect  of  defective  sanitary  conveniences.  They 
were  complied  with. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

3  on  Re, twister. 

.All  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Canal  Boats 

188  on  Rej>isler. 

4  Inspecteed. 

184  Boats  in  use. 

Factories  Act  1937 

75  Factories  in  district. 
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House  Scavenging 

1  liis  is  done  bv  conlracl  in  the  parishes  of  I'lnirne,  Stainfoi  Ih  and  Hatfield 
It  has  been  done  satisfaetorih  . 

Closet  Accommodation  in  the  District 

\o.  of  Box  Closets,  I,s4 

\o.  of  Privies  with  Covered  Middens.  081 

\o.  of  Water  Closets,  5,261. 

'I'here  were  25  conversions  from  box  closets  and  privv  middens  to  water 
closets  iln  in^  the  vear.  • 

Bakehouses 

9  Bakehouses  on  the  Register. 

All  inspected  diirina  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses 

12  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  on  the  K’ejrister  up  to  November.  Ni'  appli¬ 
cations  to  renew  the  licences  have  been  received. 

Nuisances 

Total  number  of  Inspections  during  1940,  9.5 
'Total  number  of  Nuisances  dnrino  1940.  82. 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1940.  80. 

Meat  Inspection 

'The  slaujjhtei  in^  of  animals  was  prohibited  as  from  I5th  Januarv  1940,  and 
onl\  einerfrencv  sla.ic'dered  animals  have  been  inspected  after  that  date. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  is  one  privately  owned  open-air  swimming  pool  in  Hatfield  parish. 
It  has  been  closed  duriii}*  1940 


HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1940 


1  state  .Aided 


none 


(a)  by  the  Local  .Authorily 

(b)  by  Private  Knterprise 


none 


none 


(Public  Utility  .Societies,  etc.) 


2  Without  State  Aid 
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/.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

1  (n)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housin'; 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housint;  Acts  .  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  65 

?  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  suh-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housinj;  Consolidated  Rcfiulations,  1925  nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  nil 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Houses  .  nil 

Caravans  .  nil 

4  N  iinber  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  nil 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  b\-  the  Local  Authoritv  or  their 
Officers  ....  .  .  .  .  .. ..  39 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10andl6of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  5 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  nil 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  12 

2  Number  of  dwellin.g-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  12 

(b)  B\’  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  nil 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoliticrn 

Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

2  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  nil 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  sections  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  nil 

2  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  nil 

1  1 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  — Part  IV— Overcrowding : 

(a)  — 1  N'umber  uf  cUvelliii^s  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  nit 

2  Number  of  families  dwellinfj  therein  .  nil 

3  Number  of  persons  dwellin';  therein  .  nil 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  uf  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  nil 

(c)  — 1  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  .  nil 

2  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  nil 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  .  nil 
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